Carotid endarterectomy in a community hospital setting: a three-year experience.
The need for all medical institutions that treat carotid artery occlusive disease to continuously monitor their surgical experience is quite evident. Nonetheless, a national survey in 1995 found that only 15% of physicians reported knowing the perioperative stroke rate at the hospitals where they perform or refer patients for carotid endarterectomy. Neurologic morbidity related to the performance of carotid endarterectomy has been continuously monitored at Howard County General Hospital for the past decade, but the true significance of this data could not be appreciated without a more comprehensive analysis of the clinical experience. The present study was undertaken with the intent of providing this information.